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Retrospect and prospect of Scholarly Study on Idu

in Korean old documents

Park, Seong-jong

Most scholars are likely to mean Korean old documents by
those before the Gabo Reform of 1894. At this time a great change
was undergone in the standardization and regulations for the
official documents such as euian(i#%) and various government
documents. But some prefer to say that Korean old documents has
persisted until 1910 rather than the Gabo Reform of 1834, because
no considerable actual changes of the patterns or styles occurred
in Korean documents during the period from 1834 to the Japan
invasion to Korea of 1910. This paper roughly illustrates what the
new standardization and regulations for the official documents at
the Gabo Reform of 1894 were.

The total of all the Korean old documents before 1894 is
estimated about at 5 million, which includes not only the
documents opened in public but also unopened those which are
still preserved in various families and the relevant organizations.
Idu has been written in some types of Korean old documents.
Further more idu has also been found in many other recordings

such as the copies of official documents and the various registers.
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This paper aims to show a sketch of scholarly arguments and
disagreeable viewpoints in handling with idus written in Korean
old documents. And the four documents were selected as the
discussing samples; a recording paper of five-storied pagoda at
the temple Jeongdo-sa(i#9f3F), an official endorsement to the
temple Songgwang-sa(¥3&%3F) for owing slaves of its own, an
official document of the local governor Jangseong-gammu(fZIRE
#5), and the second piece of Silla(FT##)’s register preserved at
Shosoin(ITEAF%E) in Japan. This paper excludes a recording
document somewhat damaged and found in a tower at the temple
Bulguk-sa(f#E=F) of Kyeongju-si(BEHT).

In order to describe the grammatical morphemes and their exact
meanings of idu in the old documents, it is necessary that the
whole content of the relevant document be understood. And also
we need those scholarly workings, for examples, ascertaining
what to read the idu characters in Korean, making index of idus in
various materials, making theoretical hypothesis, and having

inter—-disciplinary co—workshops so on.

Key wards : 1dy, a sketch of idu study, idus written in Korean dld docurments,
Jeongdosaocheungseoktapjoseonghyeongjigi((Fe~F /&
AEERFZIEED), Songgwangsanobimunseo(FRESFIUA
X#), Jangseonggammugwanja(E3RETERIF), JeiShilla
jangjeok (55 T FEIRES).
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